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Middletown Library
125 South Broad Street
Middletown, OH 45044
513-424-1251
middletownlibrary.org

West Chester Library
7900 Cox Road

West Chester, OH 45069
513-777-3131
westchesterlibrary.org/we/htm

Trenton Library

21 E. State Street

Trenton, OH 45067
513-988-9050
trentonlibrary.org/trenton.htm

Friends of the Library

When Mike's Car Wash opened their Cincinnati-Dayton Road location they

allowed customers to donate the cost of a car wash to the West Chester Friends
of the Library. Thanks to the generosity of Mike's Car Wash and all of the com-
munity support, the West Chester Friends of the Library received over $8,000.

More than $1,500 was collected during the two West Chester Friends of the
Library Book Sales! The Friends purchase Summer Reading Program prizes and
materials for programs throughout the year.

The Middletown Library has one of the most extensive art collections in the
area including many local artists. In 2007 the Middletown Friends of the
Library began a new, contemporary art project consisting of seven stained
glass and metal sculptures designed and made by BeauVerre/Riordan studios
of Middletown. Two unique pieces have already been created as a part of a
permanent installation in the seven ground-level windows of the Library along
Broad Street and Second Avenue.

The Middletown Friends also sponsored a program featuring local authors
Gudrun and Peter Seifert who gave a wonderful presentation about their hikes
through the Alps. Addressing a packed room, the couple motivated many to
“Hike for Your Life".

April 2007 visit from our
State Librarian, Jo Budler (far right).

Library learning is for everyone

Programs & Events

Middletown 344 programs, 10,990 attendance
Trenton 87 programs, 2,220 attendance
West Chester 327 programs, 14,120 attendance

The Middletown Public Library has long been
involved in early childhood literacy through Storytime
programs. Through the years, library staff training
has become more sophisticated as research has
proven that early experiences influence a child's
brain development. Library programs provide more
than entertainment for families; they help train
parents to become their child's first teacher. Over
9,000 children participated in 2007.

The Great Decisions Discussion Program offered
participants the opportunity to discuss and learn
about foreign policy issues. Topics for the 8-week
program included The U.S. in the Middle East, Global
Warming, Mexico, and War Crimes.

Adults took advantage of the free Internet classes
in basic and intermediate training. Others enjoyed

the monthly Book Club discussion groups and the

Stamping craft programs.

Library Funding

2007 was a pivotal year for public libraries in Ohio. Since 1986 public libraries
had been funded through a percentage of the state's declining personal income
tax. A funding freeze was in effect since 2002. Beginning in January 2008,
libraries will receive 2.2 percent of the state's general tax revenue. We thank
the Governor and the Ohio Legislature for establishing stable funding and for
keeping Ohio libraries the strongest in the nation.

The Middletown Public Library has a long history of handling its income and
expenses in a conservative manner with more than 62 percent of its expendi-
tures going towards public service, programs, and collections.

Ninety percent of the Library's financial support comes from the State of Ohio.
Remaining income is generated from fines, donations, and interest earnings.

The Library has three non-operating funds which contribute to making the
Library special. They are the Educational Assistance Fund, the Memorial Fund,
and the Progress Fund. Public donations to the Educational Fund give our staff
training opportunities. Donations to the Memorial Fund support artwork and
other enhancements to the Library. Donations to the Progress Fund, established
in 2004, will help to build a stronger financial foundation through uncertain
times. The Progress Fund is the Library's gift to the future.

Total Governmental Funds

Revenue Expenditures
$6,082,563 $6,065,867

a. Miscellaneous 4.82% a. Public Service & Programs 36.86%
b. Fines/Fees 4.13% b. Capital Outlay 8.85%
c. Donations .28% c. Business Administration 11.59%
d. State Funding 90.12% d. Information Systems 1.69%
e. Facilities Operations 11.19%
f. Collection Development 25.87%



